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The Backup Exec Product Family 
The Symantec Backup Exec product family offers market-leading backup and disaster recovery solutions for 
small and mid-size businesses. This includes Backup Exec itself as well as the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance, which 
offer advanced file and application protection for physical and virtual environments, granular recovery of files, 
folders, and application data, advanced storage management features such as data deduplication, and much 
more. 

Backup and disaster recovery represent “can’t fail” categories for partners and Managed Services Providers who 
offer IT solutions to small and mid-size business customers.  The Backup Exec product family allows partners to 
confidently protect their customer’s physical and virtual production IT environments from disaster, knowing 
they are implementing proven solutions from the leader in data protection. 

Data Deduplication Technology 

Symantec Backup Exec itself as well as the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance delivers reliable backup and recovery 
capabilities designed for growing businesses. With integrated and flexible data deduplication capabilities, 
partners can protect more customer data while reducing storage and management costs, optimize network 
utilization across physical and virtual environments, and automate storage and management savings, all 
through a single solution. 

The Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool 
To assist partners as they sell and implement Backup Exec and the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance, as well as the 
integrated data deduplication technology contained in these solutions, Symantec has released the Backup Exec 
Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT). BEDAT is available at no charge to Symantec partners and available for 
download from the Symantec PartnerNet (https://partnernet.symantec.com/Partnercontent/Login.jsp) portal. 

Business Value 

The Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT) is designed to help partners demonstrate the value of the Backup Exec product family and 
its integrated data deduplication technology to their customers to helping them understand the significant benefits of deduplication technology.  
BEDAT scans user-selected file and application data sets on Windows-based systems and estimates the deduplication savings that would be 
experienced if the same systems were protected using Backup Exec or the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance with deduplication enabled. BEDAT is 
capable of scanning the contents of the local server on which it is being run, as well as the contents of other remote servers available on the 
network. 

BEDAT returns global deduplication results for all resources that were scanned, per resource (server) results, and per data type results. BEDAT does 
not capture or transmit any customer data during the assessment process; it only generates deduplication fingerprint information from the 
selected data sets and transmits this fingerprint information to be included in deduplication results. 

Design 

The Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT) installs to Windows-based x86 and x64 computer systems.  When run, it calculates 
deduplication results for the system on which it is installed, as well as other systems available on the network. When capturing deduplication data 
from remote network systems, a small agent is temporarily installed to remote servers and removed after deduplication calculations have been 
completed. 

By design, BEDAT is a wizard-driven utility that is very easy to use. The partner simply selects the servers and associated file and application 
resources to scan, provides associated credentials, and runs the deduplication assessment process. Upon completion, a results screen is displayed 
which can be saved to a number of common file formats. 

Platform and Application Support 

The Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT) supports Windows 2003 and Windows 2008 x86 and x64 platforms, including both 
physical and virtual systems. With the first release of the BEDAT, deduplication analysis is supported for file system data, Exchange application 
data, and SQL application data. 

While designed to be highly accurate, the results offered by the Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool represent estimates of the storage 
savings that would be gained by using Backup Exec and the Deduplication Option or the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance, and may vary from actual 
results demonstrated by Backup Exec or the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance when implemented in an environment. 

Key Benefits 
 Demonstrate value of 

Backup Exec data 
deduplication in customer 
environments 

 Scan customer-specific 
servers to generate 
customer-specific results 

 Scan local server as well as 
remote network servers 

 No training or 
documentation required 

 Results highlight global 
storage benefits across an 
environment 

 Global, per resource 
(server), and per data type 
results also supported 
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Please note that no technical support is available for BEDAT. For additional questions or concerns please visit Symantec Connect (https://www-
secure.symantec.com/connect/videos/how-configure-symantec-system-recovery). 

Availability 

The Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT) is available to Symantec partners at no charge. However, a PartnerNet account is 
required in order to access and download the tool. End user customers interested in using BEDAT in their environments should contact a local 
Symantec partner using the Partner Locator (http://partnerlocator.symantec.com/public/search/) resource. 

 

Figure 1: Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool Example Diagram 

Summary 
The Symantec Backup Exec product family delivers reliable backup and recovery designed for growing businesses. Partners can easily protect more 
customer data while reducing storage and management costs through integrated and flexible data deduplication technology. 

The powerful storage optimization capabilities in Backup Exec and the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance allow partners to protect more customer data 
while reducing storage and management costs, optimize network utilization across physical and virtual environments, and automate storage and 
management savings, all through a single console. 

To assist partners as they sell and implement Backup Exec and the Backup Exec 3600 Appliance in customer environments, Symantec has released 
the Backup Exec Deduplication Assessment Tool (BEDAT), available at no charge to Symantec partners and available for download from the 
Symantec PartnerNet (https://partnernet.symantec.com/Partnercontent/Login.jsp) portal. 

For More Information 

 Link Description 

https://partnernet.symantec.com/Partnercontent/Login.jsp  Symantec PartnerNet 

www.symantec.com/business/backup-exec-for-windows-servers   Backup Exec Family Landing Page 

www.symantec.com/business/products/whitepapers.jsp?pcid=pcat_business_cont&pvid=57_1   Backup Exec White Papers 

http://support.veritas.com/docs/304175   Backup Exec in Large Environments  

www.symantec.com/business/products/datasheets.jsp?pcid=2244&pvid=57_1   Backup Exec Datasheets, Solution Briefs  

www.backupexec.com/compatibility   Compatibility Docs 
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